Chylothorax as a result of chronic lymphocytic leukemia: case report and review of the literature.
Chylothorax occurs when a disruption in the thoracic duct allows chyle to escape into the pleural space. The most commonly reported cause is malignancy, especially lymphoma. However, chylothorax caused by chronic lymphocytic leukemia is rarely reported in the literature. We describe a patient who developed chylothorax secondary to chronic lymphocytic leukemia. In addition, the pathogenesis, diagnosis, and treatment of chylothorax are reviewed.